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To: Parents of Louise ISD
From: Dr. Garth Oliver
Date: 3/9/2021
Last week, Governor Greg Abbott announced that he and the state of Texas will no longer
mandate the wearing of face coverings. However, each business and person can choose
what works for them. I have advocated for this since the beginning of the pandemic.
We have opened school for the children of Louise. Many schools around the country are
still closed and teachers are unwilling to return to face to face learning. Our teachers have
heroically come to school to teach our students at their own peril. Each of them have
families and grandparents that they love. Parents have sent their children to school,
knowing that the pandemic threatens their most precious baby’s health. We have gotten
on buses, played football, played in the Band, enjoyed basketball season inside a crowded
gym, sat side by side at a DARE graduation for 5th grade, and immersed ourselves in life
negating the possibility of illness.
We have endured the eye of the storm. I have said many times that we will not know if
our decisions are the right decisions until after the threat has ended. We are still trying to
move out of the fear that was promoted on TV and through our politicians. The next phase
is integrating back into life before masks.
With the Governor’s order, Louise ISD will follow his recommendation that everyone
must choose the level of comfort for themselves. Some will wear masks, some will not,
some will stay home avoiding contact with strangers and loved ones and some will go out
to eat and socialize with friends. I want you to choose for your family, therefore we will
no longer mandate the wearing of face coverings while on school property. If you or your
child are ill, please do not bring the illness to school. If you want to wear a mask, please
wear one. If you want 6 feet, make it known. Carry hand sanitizer and use it often, but you
choose.
My hope is that fear and concern are no longer in our spirits and that we feel confident
that all is going to get better. We will continue testing for COVID at school and will
encourage hand washing and other personal hygiene. We will continue sanitizing
buildings and sending sick people home. I hope this gives you a bit of peace in this
strange time. At the end of the day, God’s will be done. My prayer is that we will get to
the other side and cheer that this was a good call for our community. As always, God
Bless Louise students, families, teachers, and staff. See you tomorrow with or without a
mask.
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